Call for 2025-2026 Graduate Fellows[image: ]
Scholarship of Undergraduate Teaching & Learning (SUTL) Fellowship Program

Lyman Briggs College (LBC, https://lbc.msu.edu/) is MSU’s interdisciplinary residential college that integrates the natural sciences with their societal contexts. A leader in STEM and interdisciplinary education innovation, LBC offers the Scholarship of Undergraduate Teaching and Learning (SUTL) Fellowship Program (https://grad.msu.edu/sutl) to support graduate students committed to undergraduate education.
The fellowship’s primary goals are to provide a diverse group of graduate students with:
· Mentored research experience in undergraduate teaching and/or learning,
· Familiarity with contemporary instructional and assessment techniques, and
· Professional development opportunities related to undergraduate education.
By meeting these goals, Fellows will be well-equipped to contribute to undergraduate education, whether as education researchers or as practitioners of evidence-based teaching methods.
Fellows will collaborate with an LBC faculty mentor on a 12-month teaching and learning research project. Projects vary in scale and approach—descriptive, observational, experimental, or design-based—and explore ways to understand, improve, or reimagine teaching and learning in and beyond the classroom.
Research may focus on a wide range of topics such as developing and assessing curricular interventions, evaluating student learning and the factors that influence it, or studying the impact of classroom innovations (e.g., inquiry-based labs, interdisciplinary teaching, case studies). Projects may also address strategies for improving retention and success of diverse STEM students. These efforts often draw on approaches from fields such as disciplinary-based education research (DBER), the scholarship of teaching and learning (SoTL), and action research (AR).
Each SUTL Fellow will work closely with their faculty mentor and will be encouraged and supported to share project findings through peer-reviewed journals, conferences, and pedagogy-related platforms. 
For a list of proposed projects for the 2025-2026 fellowship, see here. Applicants are encouraged to indicate which projects interest them or suggest areas they would like to explore.
In addition to their mentored research project, Fellows will engage in biweekly (~1.5-hour) meetings with other recipients throughout the academic year. These sessions will include:
· Sharing in-progress SUTL research with peers,
· Engaging with faculty, guest speakers, and fellow students on topics related to undergraduate education,
· Participating in professional development activities and workshops,
· Attending the program’s kickoff and end-of-year showcase, and
· Completing program evaluation activities.
Professional development activities will complement those offered by the Certification in College Teaching Program and the CIRTL project and will focus on topics such as active learning and inquiry-based pedagogy, interdisciplinary education, fostering a climate of inclusivity, responsible conduct of education research, formative and summative assessments, and strategies for success on the academic job market. Fellows must complete pre- and post-program assessments. Each SUTL Fellow will receive $5000 to support the time they spend investing in their SUTL project work and Fellows’ meetings. 
Eligible MSU graduate students must be enrolled full-time in a program leading to a terminal (PhD) degree in STEM, history, philosophy, sociology of Science, education or other appropriate field, be in good academic standing, be making progress toward their degree, and have the agreement of their adviser/major professor and department chair. Alumni of other education-related fellowship programs may apply (e.g., FAST, JMC IIT, RCAH Fellows). Awards will be made to individuals who, in the judgment of the review panel, have demonstrated high academic achievement, are committed to a career that includes teaching, and show potential for future achievement as teacher-scholars.
Applications must be received by April 14th, 2025. Those who accept a SUTL Fellowship may not accept a concurrent FAST, JMC IIT, or RCAH Fellowship. For further information or questions, please contact Dr. Jennifer Doherty dohert59@msu.edu 

Lyman Briggs SUTL Fellow Application Packet
Send a single PDF file that includes:  

· Signatures on the Administrative Endorsement Form (see PDF on SUTL/Fellows webpage) from the applicant’s graduate advisor and department Chair or graduate program director. 

· Current curriculum vitae (CV); 

· Application Information form (see following pages)

· Part 1 addresses applicant background
· Part 2 addresses applicant interest in Mentor-proposed projects


Send this single application file to the Director of the LBC SUTL Program via email Dr. Jennifer Doherty (dohert59@msu.edu). 

Application Deadline: April 14th, 2025.





Lyman Briggs SUTL Fellows Applicant Information Form 

Part 1 – Applicant Background
	Name:  
	Replace with text

	College:  
	Replace with text

	Department/School:  
	Replace with text

	Start date of doctoral program (MM/YY):
	Replace with text

	Date of comprehensive / qualifying exams (anticipated if not yet complete
	Replace with text



	Phone:  
	Replace with text

	MSU email address:  
	Replace with text

	PID (MSU-assigned personal ID number):
	Replace with text

	I could start the SUTL Fellowship: 
	mid-May 2025 – yes or no?
mid-August 2025 – yes or no?



List any formal classes, workshops, or seminars you have completed related to teaching and learning (e.g., PLB802, EGR811, Certification for College Teaching workshops or seminars):
	Replace with text



List any instructional experiences and indicate your role (e.g., classes you have taught as instructor of record, classes you have been a TA for, guest lecturer):
	Replace with text



Describe any prior experience you have with teaching and learning research, such as Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SoTL), Disciplinary-Based Education Research (DBER), or Action Research (AR), if applicable.
	Replace with text



Name, email address, and phone number of a recommender whom the selection committee and potential faculty mentors may contact. 
	Replace with text



Please brief statement (maximum 800 words) about (1) your professional / career goals, (2) why you are applying, what you hope to gain from or learn in your SUTL Fellowship, and (3) how your participation in the SUTL program will help you achieve your professional / career goals. 
	Replace with text





Lyman Briggs SUTL Fellows Applicant Information Form 

Part 2 – Project Interest
2A. Mentor-proposed projects
For each proposed project for 2025-2026 on the SUTL project webpage, complete the following table. Copy and complete the table below for each mentor-proposed project on the SUTL website for 2024-2025.
	Project title
	Replace with text

	Your interest level in this project:
	low / medium / high

	Explain the reason for your current interest level in this project. (2-4 sentences)
	Replace with text

	How does your background align with the list of skills, experiences, and background needed for this project? Be specific about prior experiences where you build or exemplified such skills or background.
	Replace with text



2B. (Optional) Fellows-proposed projects
We may be able to fund projects that Fellows propose next year. What other sorts of other projects would you be interested in studying next year? Projects need to focus on something that could be studied in the context of the Lyman Briggs College and/or courses. This could be because they use skills you have, because of a match with your disciplinary expertise, or are an area of interest or growth. (4-6 sentences total) Ability to fund these projects will depend on finding a Lyman Briggs faculty member to serve as the project mentor. That matching of Fellow/project and Mentor will be done by the program director once the application due date has passed. It is okay to leave this section blank if your primary interest is in the Mentor-proposed projects.
	Replace with text
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