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On behalf of The Graduate School, I would like to welcome 

you to Michigan State University’s 2020 Alliance for Graduate Education and the Professoriate (AGEP) 

Student Success Conference. Over the years, participation in this program has motivated many 

individuals like you to pursue advanced degrees. Working in teams with investigators from diverse 

scientific, educational, and cultural backgrounds represent the important key to the progress in which 

our nations position in which global community depends.  

One of the unique aspects of the AGEP Student Success Conference, is that the research presentations 

displayed will not only discuss technical aspects, but how they relate to social impacts. There are 9 

areas of social impact based on this year’s group of presenters including, Family Relations, Social 

Equity, Mental Health, Environment, Criminal Justice Reform, K-12 Education, Workforce 

Development, Higher Education and Healthcare. The AGEP Student Success Conference hosted by 

MSU is cross-disciplinary experience, full of scientists, engineers, social scientists, policy makers and 

community leaders and students. 

It is my sincere hope that your experience with us this will enhance your knowledge and appreciation 

of the world of research as well as contribute to the development of your academic and career goals. 

Best Wishes, 

 

Steven. D. Thomas 
MSU AGEP Program Director 
Conference Chairperson 
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The Applied Physics Laboratory 
APL is a university affiliated research center and operates as an independent, 
nonprofit organization that conducts essential research, development, and systems 
engineering to support national security needs. The Lab strengthens our nation 
through transformative innovation and trusted technical leadership in national 
security and in space. For more than 75 years, APL has provided critical 
contributions to critical challenges with systems engineering and integration, 
technology research and development, and analysis. Our scientists, engineers, and 
analysts serve as trusted advisors and technical experts to the government, ensuring 
the reliability of complex technologies that safeguard our nation’s security and 
advance the frontiers of space. We also maintain independent research and 
development programs that pioneer and explore emerging technologies and concepts 
to address future national priorities. 

www.jhuapl.edu 

http://www.jhuapl.edu/
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Life Sciences Posters Pavilion (https://spartans.easyvirtualfair.com/) 



 

 

                              

                              

Engineering Posters Pavilion (https://spartans.easyvirtualfair.com/)  

Social Science Posters Pavilion (https://spartans.easyvirtualfair.com/)   
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                                      Thank you to our 2020 Sponsors 

 

   

    

 

 

     



 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
The Alliances for Graduate Education and the Professoriate (AGEP) is a National Science Foundation program 
that supports recruitment, retention, and graduation of underrepresented U. S. minorities in doctoral 
programs of the natural and social sciences, mathematics, and engineering. Undergraduates, graduate 
students, post-docs, and faculty who participate in building the AGEP Community at MSU rise to meet the 
challenge of Diversity, Equity & Inclusion (DEI) at U. S. colleges and universities, by nurturing and developing 
world-class STEM and Social, Behavioral and Economic (SBE) sciences faculty members who fully reflect the 
diversity in race, gender, culture and intellectual talent of the U. S. population. 
 

National Need  

The United States faces a growing demand for a highly educated science and engineering workforce. The 
annual number of Black, Hispanic, and American Indian citizens earning a PhD must quadruple in order to 
contribute the science and engineering talent necessary for the U.S. to become self-reliant. 
 

AGEP at Michigan State University – Impact 

The MSU AGEP Community represents 75% of doctoral students at MSU who are Black, Hispanic or 
American Indian citizens that in NSF sponsored departments. Ninety percent of the AGEP Community 
graduate student participants complete an advanced degree. Over the past 10 years, the AGEP Community 
has grown from six graduate students in 2006 and faculty to over 250 participants annually with over 400 
alumni nation-wide. 
 
The MSU AGEP Learning Community began with support from NSF, and AGEP has become a self-sustaining 
component of the matrix of graduate student support provided by the MSU Graduate School.  A cross-
disciplinary AGEP Learning Community of graduate students and faculty meets monthly; discusses active 
research by participants using everyday language; and considers current topics of regional and national 
importance for public policy.  AGEP is a proven strategy for diverse recruitment, retention, and persistence 
in graduate education.  
 
For more information, visit us at: 

MSU AGEP website: https://grad.msu.edu/agep  
MSU AGEP Program Director: Steven Thomas, deshawn@grd.msu.edu  

 
Any opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommendations expressed in this material are those of 
the individual presenters and do not necessarily reflect the views of the National Science Foundation. 
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