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PAGE NUMBERING AND PLACEMENT 
(also see Table 1 on next page) 

 
Every thesis/dissertation is composed of three parts: preliminary pages, text and reference 
materials (i.e., appendices and bibliography) 
 
 
Preliminary Pages 
• Preliminary pages are all the pages that 

precede the text of the thesis/dissertation 
(also see page 6 for formatting preliminary 
pages). 

• Count, do not number, the title page, 
abstract, and copyright page (if applicable). 

• All other preliminary pages (for example, 
dedication and acknowledgement pages, 
etc.) are counted and numbered using lower 
case roman numerals. (iii,iv,v, etc.) 

• Page number placement begins at the 
dedication or acknowledgments. 

• Numbers are placed in the center of the 
page 0.5" from the bottom. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Text, Appendices and Bibliography 
• Count and number all pages. 
• Page number 1 is the first page of the 

Introduction or Chapter 1 if an Introduction is 
not used. 

• Arabic numerals (1, 2, 3, etc.) are placed on 
all pages consecutively throughout the text, 
appendices, and bibliography. 

• Numbers are placed in the center of the 
page 0.5" from the bottom. 

• In theses/dissertations of more than one 
volume, numbering is continuous from 
Volume I through all subsequent volumes 
(for more information on formatting multi-
volumes, see page 12). 

• You may use “Literature Cited”, “Works 
Cited” or “References” instead of 
“Bibliography” if that is the convention in 
your discipline. 
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